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The Toalens’ Maros and the Paleolithic Arrowheads of Chile: 

A Remote Connection That Goes Back to Mu? 
 

The Paleolithic men of the scientists were of a higher 

civilization than the Neolithic men who followed 

them, and as manufacturing improved 

those human beings decayed. 

James Churchward 
(The Lost Continent of Mu, 

the Motherland of Man, 1926) 

 
The Toaleans and Sahul 

 

In 2015 archaeologists from the University of Hasanuddin in Makassar, on 
the island of Sulawesi in Indonesia, uncovered the skeleton of a woman buried in 

a limestone cave. Studies revealed the person from Leang Panninge Cave or “Bat 
Cave” was 17 or 18 years old when she died around 7200 years ago. 

She was named “Bessé’” (pronounced bur-sek) and represents the only 

known skeleton of the enigmatic hunter-gatherers known as Toaleans. 

The Toaleans –or Toalian or Toala in Indonesian– inhabited the island 
before the arrival of the Austronesians Neolithic farmers from mainland Asia that 
spread into Indonesia around 3500 years ago1. 

Bessé’ was buried in a fetal position and partially covered by large cobbles. 
Stone tools, Maros points and red ochre were found in her grave, along with the 

bones of animals known to be hunted. 
 

   
 

Left: The burial of the Toalean hunter-gatherer Bessé’ dated to 7200 years ago. The 17-18 

years old woman was buried in a flexed position and several large cobbles were placed 
on and around her body (Photo University of Hasanuddin). Right: A fine example of a 

Maros point. The classic Maros –roughly 2,5 cm in maximum dimension– were fashioned 

with rows of fine tooth-like serrations along the sides and tip and wing-like projections at 

the base (Shahna Britton/Andrew Thomson). 

                                                 
1 This is the first time ancient human DNA has been reported from Wallacea, the vast group of 

islands between Borneo and New Guinea, of which Sulawesi is the largest. 

The earliest peopling of Sulawesi is thought to be related to a wave of migration through 

Indonesia around 45.000 years ago, during which some people stayed in the area while others 

continued to reach Sahul. Some related Pleistocene sites in this area are known for their rock art 

and they predate the Toalean culture, and the absence of archaeological sites dated to the 

intervening period between 12-8 kya prevent a direct association. 
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The genomic analysis shows that Bessé’ belonged to a group with a 
previously unknown ancestral composition sharing about half of her genetic 

makeup with present-day Indigenous Australians and people in New Guinea and 
the Western Pacific. This includes DNA inherited from the now-extinct 

Denisovans –who were distant cousins of the Neanderthals–. 
It is considered that the proportion of Denisovan DNA in Bessé’ could 

indicate that the main meeting point between Homo sapiens and Denisovans was 

in Sulawesi and to a larger extent to the Wallacean islands. 
 

 
 

Map of the Wallacea region showing Indonesia and the geographic distribution of 

known Toalean sites comprising a period between 8000 B. C. to 1500 years (Image and 
text in: Carlhoff, S., Duli, A., Nägele, K. et al. Genome of a Middle Holocene Hunter-

Gatherer From Wallacea). 

 

 
The Vestiges 

 

In 1902 Swiss naturalists Paul and Fritz Sarasin excavated several caves in 
the highlands of southern Sulawesi. They discovered small and finely crafted 
denticulate stone arrowheads known as Maros points –which have been divided 

into four sub-classes: Classic Maros Points, Mallinrung Points, Lompoa Points, 

and Pangkep Points–; small ‘bone’ points, “Pirri” points, backed microliths and 
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‘sawlettes’ and the lack of the ground stone technologies that characterize later 
local cultures. 

 

 
 

Maros points –or Toalean stone arrowheads–, backed microliths and bone 

projectile points (Photo Basran Burhan). 

 

 
 

The excavations at the Leang Panninge Cave or “Bat Cave” in Mallawa, South 

Sulawesi, where Bessé’ was found (Leang Panninge Research Team). 

 
 

 The brothers also found other distinctive lithic implements and tools 
fashioned from bone, which they attributed to the original inhabitants of 

Sulawesi, this is, the Toalien people –or Toaleans–. 
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The term Toalean was assigned by the earliest excavators from the local 

Bugis word Toale meaning “Forest People”2. 

The above mentioned refined bone points, backed microliths, large 
amounts of shell and the Maros points are the distinctive technology of the 

Toalean culture. 
The oldest known Maros points as well as other artefacts date to about 

8000 years ago. 
The general phases of Toalean culture are classified as: 

 

- The Early Toalean Phase, between 7500-5500 BP, differentiated by the bone 

points and the microliths. 

- The Late Preceramic Toalean Phase, dating to 5500-3500 BP, defined by the 

appearance of Maros points. 

- The Ceramic Toalean Phase, from 3500-2000 BP, which started the 

Neolithic culture. 
 

 During the Neolithic, the post-Toalean changes in the archaeological 
remains that are characterized by the ceramics, the ground-edge axes and the 
cultivation of rice evidence the arrival of the Austronesian-speaking –the Nusantoa 

Hypothesis–. 

The archaeological evidence suggests the Toaleans were hunter-gatherers 

who preyed on wild endemic warty pigs and harvested edible shellfish from 
different water sources. However, by the fifth century A. D. the Toalean artefacts 

disappear from the archaeological record –this may have happened some few 
thousand years after the first Neolithic settlements emerged on the island–. 

The Toaleans were related to the first modern humans to enter Wallacea 
some 65.000 years ago and even more. These seafaring hunter-gatherers are 
supposed to be the ancestors of Aboriginal Australians and Papuans. In fact, they 

were also the earliest inhabitants of Sahul, the supercontinent that emerged during the 

Pleistocene (Ice Age) when global sea levels fell, exposing a land bridge between 

Australia and New Guinea3. 

Thus, to reach Sahul, these pioneers made ocean crossings through 

Wallacea –yet little about their migration is known–. 
In this sense, it is quite possible that Bessé’s ancestors were among the first 

to arrive in Wallacea. However, instead of island-hopping to Sahul, they stayed in 
Sulawesi. 

Properly, the archaeologists of the University of Hasanuddin in Makassar 
who have carried out the studies around Bessé’ and the Toaleans wrote: 

But our analyses also revealed a deep ancestral signature from an early modern 

human population that originated somewhere in continental Asia. These ancestors of 

Bessé’ did not intermix with the forebears of Aboriginal Australians and Papuans, 

suggesting they may have entered the region after the initial peopling of Sahul – but 
long before the Austronesian expansion. 

Who were these people? When did they arrive in the region and how widespread 

were they? It’s unlikely we will have answers to these questions until we have more ancient 
human DNA samples and pre-Neolithic fossils from Wallacea. This unexpected finding 

                                                 
2 The term is imprecise, as subsequent studies determined that the Toalean culture is not related to 

the later forest dwellers of South Sulawesi. 
3 Brumm, A.; Oktaviana, A.; Duli, A.; Burhan, B.; Posth, C. & Carlhoff, S. Who Were the 

Toaleans? Ancient Woman’s DNA Provides First Evidence for the Origin of a Mysterious Lost Culture. 

August 25, 2021. 
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shows us how little we know about the early human story in our region4. 

 

 
 

Toalean points. a-g. Classic Maros points. h-i. Lompoa points. m. Pangkep point. n, o, r. 

Appear to be unfinished classic Maros points. p-q. Mallinrung points. Some artefacts may 

not be clearly classifiable, such as the double-based example (s). Scale bar = 1 cm (Photo 

and text in: Perston, Y. L.; Moore, M.; Suryatman; Langley, M.; Hakim, B.; Oktaviana, 

Adhi A. & Brumm, A. A Standardized Classification Scheme for the Mid-Holocene Toalean 

Artefacts of South Sulawesi, Indonesia). 

                                                 
4 Brumm, A.; Oktaviana, A.; Duli, A.; Burhan, B.; Posth, C. & Carlhoff, S. Who Were the 

Toaleans? Ancient Woman’s DNA Provides First Evidence for the Origin of a Mysterious Lost Culture. 

August 25, 2021. 
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Leang Bulu’ Sipong sawlettes. Toalean ‘sawlettes’ recovered from the upper 40 cm of Leang 

Bulu’ Sipong 1, trench T9S1. Scale bar = 1 cm (Photo and text in: Perston, Y. L.; 

Moore, M.; Suryatman; Langley, M.; Hakim, B.; Oktaviana, Adhi A. & Brumm, A. A 

Standardized Classification Scheme for the Mid-Holocene Toalean Artefacts of South Sulawesi, 

Indonesia). 

 

 
 

Sulawesi is the largest island in Wallacea, the zone of oceanic islands between the 

continental regions of Asia and Australia. White shaded areas represent landmasses 

exposed during periods of lower sea level in the Late Pleistocene. The Wallace Line is a 

major biogeographical boundary that marks the eastern extent of the distinctive plant 

and animal worlds of Asia. The Toalean cave site Leang Panninge (where Bessé’ was 

found) is located in Sulawesi’s southwestern peninsula (see inset panel). Toalean 

archaeological sites have only been found in a roughly 10.000 km² area of this peninsula, 

south of Lake Tempe (Tex in: Brumm, A.; Oktaviana, A.; Duli, A.; Burhan, B.; Posth, 
C. & Carlhoff, S. Who Were the Toaleans? Ancient Woman’s DNA Provides First Evidence for 

the Origin of a Mysterious Lost Culture. Image: Kim Newman). 
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Remote Connections? 

 

Significantly, in the central coast of Chile there have been found similar 
arrowheads to the Maros points of the Toalean techno-complex. 

 The arrowheads of Chile comprise undated specimens collected from the 
ground surface without archaeological methodology and therefore, they lack of a 
proper chronology and context. 

 The similarity between the arrowheads is remarkable: Their shape and 
dimensions –2,5 - 2,6 cm in maximum dimension–. 

How to explain these parallels? Is it possible to consider simultaneous 
creations or rather, should we think of remote connections between both 

geographical areas? And if this were possible, what was the nature of these 
connections and when would they have occurred? Also, what would be the 
antiquity of the arrowheads in Chile? What cultural substratum did they belong 

to? 
These connections can be glimpsed through the studies developed by the 

eminent writer and researcher James Churchward around Mu, the mythical 
continent of the Pacific Ocean: These very remote connections would have its 

origins precisely in Mu and in the expansion of the Children of the Empire of the 

Sun5. 

 

 
 

The geographical location of the continent of Mu. Visualizing the reality of this mythical 

continent it is possible to understand the extraordinary similarity between the 

arrowheads of Sulawesi in Indonesia and Chile (Illustration by James Churchward, 

1927). 

 

 
In The Lost Continent of Mu and the Ancient Araucanians. Vestiges of a Remote 

Transcontinental Relationship (January 3, 2021) and The Royal Emblem of Mu. The 

Projection of the Ancient Symbol of the “Children of the Sun” (April 20, 2021), we 

                                                 
5 Churchward, J. El Continente Perdido de Mu, la Patria del Hombre. Page 114. 
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have presented remarkable parallels between the traditions of Mu and those of 
Chile –briefly, the knowledge of a Great Catastrophe that devastated the ancestral 

land and of which there were survivors; the presence of a civilizing group (the 
Naacals and the Peñi Epatún, respectively); the existence of white population 

(dolichocephalic); the knowledge of the Swastika or “Moving Sun” and the 

symbol of the Royal Shield of Mu or Venusian-Solar emblem of the Children of the 

Sun or Antupainko–. 

 

   
 

Left: Arrowheads discovered on the coast of central Chile. They bear an extraordinary 

resemblance to those of the Sulawesi classic Maros. Were they originated in Mu? Right: 

A detail of one of the arrowheads from central Chile. 

 

 
The relationship between Mu and America was approached by 

Churchward through ethnic and archaeological fields which led him to write: As I 

have already shown, the records show us that man undoubtedly made his appearance 

on this Earth in the country of Mu, and that the Polynesian islands are dismembered 

remnants of the ill-fated mainland. The records also show that Mexico and Central 

America were colonized and populated by people from the country of Mu. Traditions 

confirm the fact that these first settlers of Mu were white and blond, and that they were 

expelled from the country by others of darker complexion; that the first embarked on 

their ships bound for a distant country of the Rising Sun –east–, where they settled, in 

the northern part of Europe, or current Scandinavia. It is also evident from these records 

that southern Europe, Asia Minor and North Africa were colonized and populated by 

people of the dark race from Central America (Mayans) and Atlantis6. 

The presence of the colonies of Mu in America traced by Churchward is 

very significant because it is here where the sources on the Country of Mu would 
be found: Certainly our western America has more records of the ancient past than all 

the rest of the world combined. These American records are whitish with age7. 

Churchward has reinforced these ideas by specifically adding about the 

Pueblo Indians who arrived in the Americas from the legendary Pacific continent: 
Mu sank about 12,000 years ago. Therefore, since these Pueblo Indians came directly from 

                                                 
6 Churchward, J. El Continente Perdido de Mu, la Patria del Hombre. Page 54. 
7 Churchward, J. El Continente Perdido de Mu, la Patria del Hombre. Page 63. 
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Mu, they must have been in the Americas for at least 12,000 years8. 

Likewise, and in relation to the petroglyphic inscriptions discovered in 

North America, Churchward stated that these rock inscriptions prove that their authors 
came from the Motherland, and that they were closely related to the Mayans of Mexico and 

Central America, also being their language a branch of the Maya language9. 

 

 
 

The denticulate stone arrowheads of Chile. 

 

 
Is it possible that the similarities of the techno-complex of Sulawesi in 

Indonesia (Sundaland-Sahul) and Chile can be traced back to Mu?10 Is it 

conceivable that the remote inhabitants of both regions were part of the Mu 
colonies as suggested by Churchward in his books? 

What was the fate of the holders of the arrowheads of Chile? Could they 
have become a cultural substratum that formed the ancient tradition of the 

Lituche-Araucanians? Or, was their destiny fateful and they disappeared as a 
consequence of the cosmic-planetary catastrophe known in the mythical tradition 

as Tripalafquen, the Great Deluge? 

To approach those distant ages, we must know the profound meaning of 

mythical history –the Mythos Légein– and observe the archaeological evidence 

without the prism of archeology and orthodox historiography and instead 
understand the fundamental work of authors such as James Churchward. 

 
Rafael Videla Eissmann 

Santiago de Chile, 
July 27, 2022 

 

 
 

                                                 
8 Churchward, J. El Continente Perdido de Mu, la Patria del Hombre. Page206. 
9 Churchward, J. El Continente Perdido de Mu, la Patria del Hombre. Page193. 
10 It should be considered that at the time, sea level was as much as 150 meters lower than 

nowadays level. The rising of sea levels created the actual separate landmasses. Even more, when 

Sahul was still a single continent, many of the islands of Indonesia were joined to the South East 
Asian mainland in another Pleistocene era continent known as Sunda. 
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